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* Parious, that the mind—ftudious of change 
* And pieas’d with novelty, may be indulg’d.” 
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METHOD OF READING, 
FOR 


FEMALE IMPROVEMENT. 
IN ALETIER TO ALADY, 


MADAM, 
CONFORMABLE to your desire, 


and my promise, I present you witha few 
thoughts on the method of reading; which 
you would have had sooner, only that you 
gave me leave to set them down at my 
leisure hours. I have complied with your 
request in both these particulars ; so that 
you see, Madam, how absolute your com- 
mands are over me. If my remarks 
should answer your expectations, and the 
purpose for which they were intended ; if 
they should in the least conduce to the 
spending your time in a more profitable 
and agreeable manner than most of your 
sex generally do, it will give me a plea- 
sure equal at least to that which you 
will receive. i 

It were to be wished that the female 
part of the creation, on whom Nature has 
poured out so many charms with so lavish 
a hand, would pay some regard to the 
cultivating their minds and improving 
their understanding. It is easily accom- 
plished. Would they bestow a fourth part 
of the time they throw away on the triflles 
and gewgaws of dress, in reading proper 
books, it would perfectly answer their 
purpose. Not that [| am against the 
ladies adorning their persons ; let them be 


‘set of with all the ornaments that art and 


nature can conspire to produce for their 
embellishment, but let it be with reason 
and good sense, not caprice and humour ; 
for there is good sense in dress, as in all 
things else. Strange doctrine to some! 
But lam sure, Madam, you know there 
is—You practice it. 

The first rule to be laid down to any 
one who reads to improve, is never to 
read but with attention. As the abstruse 


parts of learning are not necessary to the 


accomplishment of one of your sex, a small 
degree of it will suffice. I would throw 
the subjects of which the ladies ought not 
to be wholly ignorant, under the follow- 
ing heads. 


HISTORY—MORALITY—POETRY. 


The first employs the memory ;. the 
second, the judgment; and the third, the 
iMagination. 

Whenever you undertake to read 
Hlistory, make a small abstract of the 
memorable events ; and set down in what 
year they happened. If you entertain 
yourself with the lite of a famous person, 
do the same by his most remarkable ac- 
tions, with the addition of the year and the 
place he was born at and died. You will 
find these great helps to your memory, as 
they will lead you to remember what you 
do not write down, by a sort of chain that 
links the whole history together. 

Books of Morality deserve an exact 
reading. ‘Fhere are none in our language 
more useful and entertaining than the 
Spectators, Tatlers, and Guardians. They 
are the standards of the English tongue, 
and as such should he read over and over 
again; for as we imperceptibly élide into 
the manners and habits of those persons 
with whom we most frequently converse, 
so reading being, as it were, a silent con- 
versation, we insensibly write and talk in 
the style of the authors we have most often 
read, and who have left the deepest im- 
pressions on our mind. Now, in order to 
retain what you read on the various» sub- 
jects that fall under the head of morality, 
I would advise you to mark with a pencil 
whatever you find worth remembering. 
If a passage strike you, mark it down In 
the margin ; if an expression, draw a line 
under it.; if a whole paper in the fore- 
mentioned books, or any others which are 
written in the same loose and unconnected 
manner, make an asterisk over the first 
line. By these means you will eclect the 
most valuable, and they will sink deeper 
in your memory than the rest, on repeated 
reading, by being distinguished from them. 

The last article is Poetry. The way 
of distinguishing good poetry from bad, is 
to turn it out of verse into prose, and see 
whether the thought is natural, and the 
words adapted tot; of whether they are 
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not too big and sounding, or too low and 
mean fur the sense they would convey: 
This rule will prevent you from being im- 
posed on by bombast and fustian, which 
with many passes for sublime; for smooth 
verses which run off the ear with an easy 
cadence,and harmonious turn, very often 
impose nonsense upon the world, and are 
like your fine dressed beaux, who pass for 
fine gentlemen. Divest both from their 
outward ornaments, and people are surpris- 
ed they could have been so easily deluded. 

1 have now, Madam, given a few 
rules, and those such only as are really 
necessary. 1 could have added more ; but 
these will be sufficient to enable you to 
read without burdening your memory, and 
yet wiih another view besides that of 
killing time, as too many are accvsiom- 
ed to do. 

The task you have imposed on me, 
is a strong proof of your knowing the 
true value of of time, and always having 
improved it to the best advantage, were 
there no other ; and that there are other 
proofs, those who have the pleasure of be- 
ing acquainted with you can tell. 

As for my part, Madam, you have 
done me too much honor, by singling me 
out from all your acquaintance on this 
occasion, to say any thing that would not 
look like flattery; you yourself would 
think it so, were 1 to do you the common 
justice all your friends allow you: I must 
theretore be silent on this head, and only 
say, that I shall think myself well reward- 
ed in return, if you, will believe me ta be, 
with the utmost ey as T'really am, 
Madam, your faillfful humble servant, 

I. SCHOMBERG, 
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PICTURE OF VIRTUE, 


Virtue is the highest exercise and 
improvement of reason, the integrity, the 
harmony, and just. balance of affection ; 
the health, strength, and beauty of the 
mind. ‘The perfection of Virtue is to 
give reason free scope; to obey the au- 
thority of conscience with alacrity ; to ex- 
ercise the defensive passions with forti- 
tude ; the private with temperance 3 the 
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public with justice ; and all of them with 


prodence ; that is, in 2 due proportion to 
cach other, and ancutire sudserviency toa 
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calm diffusive benevolence ; to adore and 
' ve God witha Eisinlesested and unrival- 
Led leillectiok 5 and to acquiesce in his prov- 
idence with a joyful resignation, Every 
approach to this standard is an approach 
to pertecticn and happiness ; and every de- 
viation from it, a deviation to vice and 
tisery. 


—— 4 6 Or me 
\. REFLECTIONS, 


SENSIBLE objects, which are any 
way connected with an absent or departed 
frie nd, > rete reir idea more torcibly on 
our minds, than bare reflections cast; and 
then, like the effect of the moon on the 
Seay em! create a fulness of sorrow or 
tenderness, which cary only be relieved by 
flowing from our eyes. 

If people would but think a little, in 
the temperate and rational way, upon 
many occasions in lite » most of the mur- 
murings and jealousies among friends, 
neighbours, and relations, would soen sub- 
side. 
his tate, 





A criminal! under sentence, laments | 
without resentment against the 


jury who had condeained bim to suffer, | 
should have been fried—and if | fry it, 


conformadle to justice———and shall men 
become more unreasonable, upon less se- 


vere trials ? 
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THE SUN AND MOON, 


From astronomical observations made 
on the planet Venus, in its transit over the 
sun’s disc, in the years 1761 and 17€9, it 
was ascertained toa considerable degree of 
certainty, that the sun’s distance from the 
sie is 95,000,c00 miles. It is presum- 

1, thatthe results of these observations 
en be depended on, since there are other 
circumstances which prove, that the dis- 
tance, just mentioned, is not far from the 
truth, Of the amazing magnitude of this 
luminary we may form some idea, when 
we consider, that the earth, seen at sucha 
distance, would dwindle into the humble 
aspect of a solitary star, and whose distine- 
tion would scarcely be perceived, amon 
the innumerable worldg.which float in the 
bosom of the skies. ¢re are many un- 
deniable tacts which prove, that the sun's 
dimensions vastly exceed those of the earth, 
since the shadow projected by the latter, is 
found to pussess a conical form, and end 
in a point at some distance from the earth, 
which could not possibly be the case, if 
the earth was larger, or even egual to the 
sun. In the latter case, the shadow would 

abe a perfect cylinder, which is contrary to 
act. It is alsocertain, that the moon is 
less than the earth; for if she were not, 
she never could be entirely deprived of her 
light, as she now is, in total eclipses of her 
body. But this circumstance proves, that 
her magnitude is not equal to the shadow 
which, deprives her of her beams. 
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A DISCONTENTED HUSBAND CURED, 


THERE was a man of so bad a tem- 
per, that his wife, although she behaved to 
him with the utmost atientior, and affec- 
tion, bad never once pleased him. since 
their marriage; he made a point of con- 
tradicting whatever she said; in short, 
would contend that black was white. 

fie went out one day, and passing 
the market, bought a very fine pike, which 
he desired might be sent home, with di- 
rections to his wife to have it dressed for 
dinner. The servant tock in the fish, and 
informed her mistress of it, who 

ly asked if any directions had been 
left, how it was.to be dressed. ‘The ser- 
vant replied, that her master had sent no 
other message than that he should dine at 
home that day. ‘* Good heaven,” exclaim- 
ed the mistress, ‘what 1s to be done? 
if we wait his return, he will be enraged 
to find that nothing is prepared: I]t 1 boi! 
it, he will preter it roasted—it | roast it, 
he likes it better stewed—it 1 stew it, it 
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he always eats it fricassied! so what can 
I do to avert his ill-will and anger?” 
‘© Qh,” said the servant, **a thought has 
just struck me. As the pike is a very 
large one, cut it into five picces, and dress 
each inadifferent manner.” 

This singular scheme was put in ex- 
ecution, and succeeded so weil, that the 
husband on his return, was so thorough!) 
convinced of his wite’s great 
please him, that, having for once viscover- 
ed the valuable secret of contentment, ana 
witnessed his wite’s peculiar pood and bis 
own ill- -nature, he was trem that ine so 
softened in disposition, by her coniunued 
attention, that they seldom had any dispute, 
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THE SPECTACLES. 


THE late peneral B going post 
to Ireland, on some cxtraordinary busi- 
ness that permit the incum- 
brance of a retinue, stopped at an inn on 
the Chester road, and ordered a pair of 
ducks which he saw ready at the kitchen 
fire, up to the table. The generel’s desire 
had been just complied with, when some 
country buck’s caine in, hinaes as hawks, 


desire te 





would not 


after a morning’s sport. They eagerly 
enquired what could be had toeat: likea 
true boniface the landlord enumerated 


What he liad not, to apologize for what he 
had 5 and amony other things, mentioned 
the ducks, which had been only amoinent 
before served up for the Irish gentleman’s 
dinner —/rish jonileman ! gibingly ex- 
claimed one of the chagrined group, ** Vil 
lay fitty to five, the fellow does not know 
B trom a bull’s foot. Here, waiter, take 
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my watch uptothe Yontleman and present 
my compliments to him, and request him 
to tell me what o’clock tt is.” 

‘The general lieard the message, took 
the watch, and with great temper returned 
his respects, with an assurance, that as 
soon as he ha dined he would endeavor to 
Satisfy the enguiry. “The bucks, chuck- 
ling at the embarrassment they imagined 
the ignosart frishman was led inte, sat 
down to regale themselves on whatever 
hey could ; but their jollity was presently 
disturbed by the entrance of a military 
fhyore, who, with tuat politeness which 
is the peculiar characteristic of the army, 
advanced towarnis the table where they 
and presenting the watch, 
know 


were seated, 
said,—‘“* Gentlemen, J 
iis Owne, aS from a imessage sent me a 
little while ago, 1 presume he SHORT 
SIGHTED and have brought him this PAIR 
OF SPECTACLES,” pointing to a case of 
large pistols he held under his arm, ‘* to 
remedy bis detect.” Joke was gone—the 
bucks were silent. The genera! deliber- 
ately put the watch into his fob, with a 
declaration that secured it to him torever. 
“Gentlemen,” said he, ‘* 1 am sorry tor 
intinding, as | find the eqwner is not among 
you, whencver he claims it he shall have iy, 
but never without a trial of the spectacies*” 
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THE SOW AND PIC. 


A certain bishop being at court, and 
observing a lady, who was very corpulent, 
talking to the late Piincess Dowager of 
W ales, and at the other end of.the room a 
very penteel youth, both of whom were 
utter strangers to him, he addressed him- 
sclf to the young gentleman, ard, with an 
insinuating air, after some compliments, 
asked him if be knew whe that fat sow was 
whe was tn discourse with her royal Bighneig. 

rs, my lord,” replied the youth, with 
great modesty, ** that FAT SOW 15 the ame 
bassadress of Sweden, and mother to the 
LITTLE PIG who has the honour to speak te 
your lordship.” 
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ANECDOTE OF DEAN SWIFT. 

Aw opinion which Dean Swift had 
entertained of that wretchedress, which 
would overtake him towards the close of 
lite, by the fatlure of his cloud- 
ed his mind with the most gloomy ideas, 
and tinged every object around him. 

One time, on a journey, the Dean 
rode before his company, made a sudden 
stop, dismounted his horse, tell on his 
knees, lifted up his hands, and prayed in 
the most fervent mafner. When the come 


: 1) 
inteimects, 


pany came up, he trsisted on their ali ght 
ing, which they did, and asked him the 


meaning of his conduct “ Gentlem en,’ 
said he, join your hearts in fervent 
prayer with mince, that ] may not be like 
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that Oak tree, which is decayed at Top, 
whilst the other parts are sound.” 
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FOR THE MERRIMACK MAGATINE, 


AN OLD BACHELOR’S ACCOUNT 
OF HIMSELF. 


Love, hope, and even fear, onght by turns 
to agitate the human breall, to prevent our days 
irom pafliag over in an ipfipid wniformity.s it 
isto efcape thisinfipidity, fo infupportable to 
human huture, that man employs himielf in a 
thoufand trifles, a thoufand follies, One plays 
at chefs; one builds houics; one learns to war- 
ble like birds, avother to decypher mufic. This 
man flearus to cultivaie flowers, ibat to 
write books, &e.’ 

Thete various means to efcape ennui, had 
nothing to captivate my fancy. . in examining 
the different latereits which arefe to my view, J 
found that which alone had power (fo attach me 
to lite, and make it valuable, were the extatic 


ties of hujband apd iather. Celibacy vever made | 


a pert of my fchemes of bappinefs, | loved in 
good earucii; my vows were always Lncere anc 
honorable, as | only-afpired to be a good huf- 
band, or a good tather of a family. IT heve been 
jn Jove feven times—is not that enongh ? and is 
it not Qnuforiunate that ) heve not founda wife? 
—Ab! my iniend, my firil atiections alone have 
power tv make my tears flow ! A gentle, inno- 
cent girl, who Wasto me moftlovely, was my 
frit love! She returned my -paflion with as 
much afi.ction, Death only had power to 
{natch ber trom me, Sne died, and I was neer 
following her. I thall always remember that 
amiable creature. 

Alier fome yearsof grief and ineifference, 
avery fwart, preity tail oe apimaied my bol- 
om; I exertea all my affic nities to ple. fe her, 
end with kindnets the calt down her eyes wod 
bluthed, with a theupbrtol er, Thists the who 
is to be the comp.n.on of my hte, thougtrl, 
with tranfport, aud | cifchoted to her my pat- 
fion; fhe interrupted my brit words, by aflur- 
ing me of her teucer tiicis fbip, of which the 
was aboot to give me a proot, She then told 
me in confidence, that the had a long tme been 
{trongly attached to a youby men, apd never 
would marry any other than bun. In thus re- 
nouncing my tender and pretty fuir one, J did 
not renounce the hope of being ove day happy 
in marriage. 

The third time, | offered mylelf to a young 
lady who was beautiiu! esan angel. She re- 
ceived my vows with expreflions of efleem, but 
fhe confidered them as the homage due to her 
charms. She was proud ot her beauty and wit, 
and, confidering it beneath her fo facrifice then 
ty one tun only, thought only of multiplying 
her conguetts. When t merely tulk’d of love, 
fhe will myly heard me, bot 4 hen { pronannced 
the word’ marriage, | was repulied.  Llett her 
and went home, much mortified by her refofel : 
but, os E fad been more dazzied by ber charms, 
than touched by her characicr, bh telt more re- 
fentment than grief. 

Nothing is more fuffocating than anger and 
vexation ; | opened my wivdew to get air, and 
my eyes were mechanically calt upon the flreet. 
{n that moment, a2 young brunette, neat anc 
finart, croffed it, | recolieéted to have feen her 
before, but the had ueverattracted my attention ; 
the general elegance of her air ftruck me, and, 
as a Alafh of lightning, it occurred to my mind 
to avenge myfel! onjthe havighty feir Jaft men- 
tioned, by paying ny court to this young per- 
fon. This fuggettivov quickly ripened into a fet- 
tled project, aud, ussusual, was combiftied with 
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the idea of marriage, which {till more embellifh- 
ed, in my eyes, the obje¢t ofmy new flame. 1 
found means to introduce myfelf at her houfe ; 
l tollowed her with affiduity ; ) feffered no op. 
portunity to efcepe to make known my fenti- 
ments to her, when fuddenly her parents faid to 
me, that my frequest vifics at their houfe did 
them honour; they Legged | wouid continue 
them, and always a friend to, the family, bur 
they beleved they ovght toapprife me that thei 
daught®r hed been lang betore promifed to a 
very rich mon of the rext town; that his arriv- 
al wes expected, and they befought me as 2 
friend not to offer him any offence, My young 
friend gave me to underfland that fhe would 
willingly bave preferred me, but that the mot} 
obey. He was handfome, he wes amiable, and 
] {oon found the young brunette obeyed without 
reluctance. 


You may eafily imagine that I became tim- 
id and fufpiciousatrerall thefe difappoiutmesits ; 
hardly Gare | look at a woman, left Ptaquid be- 
come enanjoured 5, but the dilfcale quickly bar- 
ithed my fears. J became again in love, and this 
time ferioufly fo. 1 loved with peflion, but 
with fach difidence that | dared not atow my 
fentiments to her who had infpied them. 1 
regularly pafled three times a day before hei 
windows, and when fhe appeared | bowed with 
the moit tencer apd reipettivi air, almofl 
touching the greund with my bat. uring 
fome days fhe appcared there more frequently, 
and Levenrematked that when fie few me at 
a diltance, fhe fixed herfeli in ber balcony, and 
anfwered my falutations witha fweet fmile. 1 
was overwhelmed with joy, ang employed my 
thoughts on the means of making myfelf known 
to her, when one day that I paflec, as uftial, be- 
fore her houfe, and was walking flowly to pro- 
long the pleafure of being near her, | heard her 
burtt into a fit of laugtter ard fay, “Come, | 
pray, my cear friend, end look at this cringing 
fellow ; he is of all beings on earth the moti 
ridiculous.” A young men approached her, and 
paffing bis arms round ber waitt, laughed heart- 
ily with her as their eyes followed me, 


I withdrew much fooner then I went, and 
foon learned that tle young man had become 
her hufbaud two days betore. This melarcholy 
adventure, which oug!t to have humbled me, on 
the contrary, fucdenly renewed my courage. | 
refolved to be no longer the dupe of my own 
feelings, and to marry coeft what it would, 1 
vent to an efiembly of young perfcns, and ad- 
crefiid myfeli to her who pleafed me molt. | 
afked pe: miffion to fpevk to ber in private—fhe 
granted my regneii, and the next day | went to 
her houfe. “Are you at liberty 2?” feid I, enter- 
ing. ‘*Yes,” faid the, ** abfsyjutely free.’ «*Wil 
you accept of my heart and hand ?” = ¢* Both, 
moi! willingly,” taid fhe, fmiling, and extend- 
ing bers. From that moment 1 coulidered my- 
felf married ; but this engagement, tuddenly 
formed, was as fuddenly ciflolved. It would 
be tuo tedious to give particulars ; in fhort, the 
was uptaithtol. 


I} then made a feventh choice, which was 
more wife and reafonable ; a charming young 
girl, well educated, and wko had never been in 
love,—- This time no one could accufe me of tao 
much precipitation. 1 caretaliy watched all 
her fteps, ali Ler actions, and all her intentions, 
without making any declaration. I hoped in 
ceffantly. J was as yet only inthe fourth year 
of my vigilance an’ obfervotion, when, in the 
momenta lealt expected, the was carried off by 
a yeune® man who knew her only four days. 
This thal! be my batt trial, f&id Je! can no more 
refolve to begin new amours ; J fill love the 
ladies, bot this fentiment is accompanied with 
fuch timidity that [cannot egaim venture to 
{peak to them, : 








TN 


A GRAMMATICAL EPISTLE. 
Zo Miss Satry Sywrax. 
Mapa, é 

AMONGST the numeral propofisiens to- 
wards a matrimontzl uien with your aniable 
perjon, t hope you will notdecline the interject 
tion of My prelimidiry pretences, 1 fould nor 
Wifh to Le a mere mown adjeGive to you in ail 
ca/es, but I pofivively declare, Chat Cumparagig iy 
ipeaking, | thould be Jupertatively beppy to a- 
gree with »ou in the /ubjuntlive meocd. 1 trunk 
you will not opiniate me fimgular, for defiring 
to have the g/uradin oiy famaiy; | thal favricaie 
no veréal oration to prove how much | long to 
have your affections in common of two g but I 
prefume that in cafe of a conjuntlon copulativey 
you Will vle ne svdicative folicitation to’ be in the 
imperalive mood, es Len Getermined- to bein. 
the potential adive, while you are iu the future 
paffive, ov in the fupine 3 for it isthe opiativect 
iny foul to becom. DOME relative, Ly the ankege- 
dent of regular conjugation, as this alone can 
conftitute a lawful concerd with the feminine 
gender, end atiunds use participle of Jubjtantive 
boppinely, Bevery article pofleffive-or genitive 
fholi becomes datine trarfiation to yon; Lephing 
fhall be accu/ative agaimit ) our Lovernment 3 
and your tweet nominative withoul a promounor 
even an adverb fhall be my vocative i eaththe 
great ablative of all living, by the gradual de. 
clenfion ot ovr corporeal nattre, pots a final 
termination to the present tenje, end time thro’ 
an infinite progrefjion of ages, may render ws 
preterperfed in \he future tenfe; inthe interim, 
my principal part of Jpeech iw its primitive or 
deriv ative externjion is, to the end, thaty ot may 
put the moti charitable confirudtion on this fimple 
propofition, anc that your definitive resolution 
May be confonent to the wifhes of \ or very ine 
declinable lover, MICHAEL DE MAR BUS, 


FCKREERORCGCKR REE ERIKA GM 


TRIBUTARY. 
Obituary Notice, from the Herald of yeferday, 


DikD, on Tuefday morning, very fuddenly, 

Mr. Foserpu GREENLEE AP, JEt, 93; tor feveral 
years an ufelul and much elieemec fchoo!matier 
in this town andvicinity, From his early years 
he hed been fubject to frequent, ané fometines 
diftrefling indifpofition, his flender confiitution 
being unable to bear the ecmmon fatigues inci- 
cent to men; yet his annable difpofition would 
not allow him to be inaétive and ufelefs. He 
carly in lite qualified himfelt for the inftrnétion 
of youth,«nd perfevered in attention to his er- 
duous tafk under bodily indifpofitions which 
would have confined mofl others, or rendered 
them peevith and fevere ; but his mildnefs, tem- 
pered with a kind of parental authority, excited 
ihe emulation, & 
wol! filial regards ‘is fcholars, : 
On the cry of fire, on Tuefday morning, he a-« ~ 
rofe to go out, and enfwered to the folitatations 
of bis wite not to po—that he moft—perhaps he 
might be the means of relieving fore in difirefs ; 


~-—he had net, however, pone moré than # hun- 


dred rods when be turned to a perfon near and 
begged Lim: to call a phyfician, for he was very 
unwell, and returned home—where be fell ime 
the door, and ime-ediately expired, 

His ceath is a public lof#—but bow di 
to an affectionate wife, who with a young 
ave thus fuddenly deprived, in thehour ot a 
of their neareft jriend, can be better concei 
than exprefied, itis, however, a confoling | 
ficétion to his bereaved friends, that his Nabi 
altemper, difpefition, ard courfe ef life, wh 
here, aflord good evitence of his ectual readi- 
nefs for d@ betier world, 
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it fecured to him the ale) 
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' POR THE MERRIMACK MAGAZINE. 


ON SPRING. 


SWEET Spring in triumph now refumes her reign, 

And Gries the mead, the forcht, ficld, and plain ; 

See life again from tceming nature fpring, 

Each flower revives, each bird is on the wing. 

From fhadows long and Winater’s difmal ftorms, 

The fun beams forth, again earth’s furface warms; 
- No thrub, no vine, but fecis the genial rays, 

A new creation nature now difplays. , 







Emblem of chat blefs’d ftate, where pure, refin'’d, 
Departed faints thall in full glory thine ; 
Rifing from earth"s cold clods, long buried there, 
With new delight their aative forms thall wear ; 
* ¥Yncreafing Rill with radiance divine, 
No Winter there to blaft, nor no decline, 
Not fo the beauties whichthe Spring difplay, 
Brought to perfeGtion foon, they foon decay, t 
And quick as thought the feafon rolis away. 
FIDELIA. 
6 ADH OY b-d-> D —— 
CRUELTY TO BRUTES., 
BY COWPER. 
I WOULD not enter on my lift of friends, 
Tho’ grac’d with polifh’d manners and fine fenfe, 
et wanting feafidility,) the man 
Who neediefily fets foot upon a worm. 
An inadvertent itep may crufh the fnail, 
That crawls at evening in the public path; 
But he that has bomanity, forewarn’d, 
Will tread afide, and let the reptile live. 
The creeping ver mine, loathfome to the fight, 
And charg’d perhaps with venom, that intrades 
A viliter uawelcone into fcenes 
Sacred to neatnefs and repofe, th’ alcove, 
The chamber, or refectory, may die, 
A neceffary att incurs no blame. 
Not fo, when held withia their proper bounds, 
Aad guiltlefs of offence, they range the air, 
Or take their paftime in the fpacious field ; 
There they are privileg’d., Aad he that huats 
O- harms them there, is guilty of » wrong ; 
Di turbs the economy ot Nature’s realm, 
Wh», when the form’d, deliga’d them an abode, 
The ‘wn is this; if maa’s convenience, health, 
Or (afety, interfere, his rights and claims 
Are paramount, and moft egringuifh theirs, 
Elfe they are all—the | things that are, 
As free to live and to enjoy that life, . 
As God was free to fords them at the firft, 
Who, in his fov’reign wifdon, made them all. 
Ye, therefore, who love mercy, teach your fons 
To love it too. The fpring-time of our years 
Is fon difhorour’d and defil’d, in mott, 
By badding ills, that afk a prudent hand 
To chee them, Bit, alas! none fooner fhoots, 
eftrain’d, into luxuriant growth, 
velty, molt dev’lihh of them all. 
to him that fhows it, is the ru‘e 
righteous limitation of its act, 
which Heav’a movesin pard’ning guilty man; 
nd he that thows none, beinz ripe in years, 
nJ confcious of the ontrage he commits, 
Siall ieek it, and not fiad it in bis turn. 
a OECD dew 
EPITAPH ON AN HONEST LAWYER, 
Tue Lord works wonders now and thea, 
Here liesa Lawyer an honeft man, 
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] THE FAREWELL. 


Once more, enchanting girl, adieu ! 
I mutt be gone while yet I may ; 

Oft thall | weep to think of you— 
But here [ will not, cannot itay ! 


The (weet expreflion of that face, d 


Forever changing, yet tre fame: 
Ab, no; I dare not turn to trace— 
It fires my foul, it melts my frame! 


Yet give me, give me ere I go, 
One little lock of thote fo blett, 

That lend your cheek a warmer plow, 
Aad on your white neck love to reit! 


Say when, to kindle foft delight, 
That band has chanc’d with mine to meet, 

How could its thrilling touch excite, 
A figh fo fhort, and yet fo tweet ! 


Oh, fay———but no——it canpot be, 
Adieu—enchauting girl, adieu ! 
Yet (till methinks you frown on me— 
Oh! never could | fly from you! 


Once more, enchanting girl, apieu ! 
I maft be gone while yet 1 may ; 

Oft fhall I weep to think of you— 
But here I will not, cannot {tay ! 
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AN ADDRESS TO A FOND MOTHER. 


Say, while you prefs with glowing love, 
The darling to your breaft, 

And all a mother’s pleafures prove, 
Are you entirely bielt ? 


Ah, no! a thoufand tenucr cares 
By turns your thoughts employ ? 
Now rifing hopes, now anxious fears, 
Aud grief fucceeds to joy, 


Dear innocent, its lovely fmiles, 
With what delight you view! 

But every pain the intant teels, 
The mother feels it too, 


Then whifpers bufy cruel fear, 
The child, alas, may die! 

And nature prompts the ready tear, 
And heaves the rifing figh. 


Say, does not heaven our comforts mix 
With more than egaai pain; _ 

To teach as, if our hearts we fix 
On earth, we fix in vain? 


Then be our earthly joys refizn’d, 
Since here we cannot rett; 

For earthly joys were ne’er defign'd 
To make us fully bleft. 
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RICHES AND LEARNING. 


SOME fay that riches are better than learning. 
For they will find payment for victuals and raiment, 
And keep a good fire in your kitchen a burning. 


Now fome fay that learning is better than riches ; 
That when money has vanith'd, and fricadthip is baniih’d, 
Micit all your misfortune, fill learning bewitches. 


As for me, I have neither, and fo I may chatter, 
And bother the hearer, without be!nz nearer, 
Or knowing a particle more of the matter. 


But T mut obferve one thing, which feems rather funny, 
That thofe-who have learning, are fo far from [purning, 
‘That they like to pay court to the men who have moncy- 
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EPIGRAM. 

NOL MAR'TEXT, who never the pulpit cou'd grace, 

As he warp'd ev'ry text quite out of its place, 

*Stead of *H-brews the Tenth and Twe'fth,” right announcing, 
“He Brews Ten and Twe'v-,’” was his mod< of pronouncing ; 

“He Brews Ten and Twelve,” then repeating once more, 

An old drowly toper, whofe nap was jut o’er, 

Rubdh'd his eyes and roar’d out, “ten aad twelve Matter Vicar ? 


Merrimack Magazine and Ladies’ Literary Cabinet. 














CONFLAGRATION,. 


On Tuefilay morning laf, zbout 4 o’clock, the inhabit. 
ants of this town were alarmed by the cry of fire, which prow: 
ed to be at the Iron Works in Amefbury.. The buildings con- 
furned were two fmiths’ thops, a gri-mill, and the nail fa@o- 
ries; together with about 300 cords of wood. It is fluppofed 
42,000 dollars would repair che lof. 





Grateful Tribute to deferved Merit. 


TAHE Inhabitants of Amesbury and Salisbury Mills feel them- 
selves under unspeakable obligations te their distant fellow-towwns- 
men, the citizens of the neighboring towns, and the fire-wards, 
enginemen, and citizens of Newbury and Newilurypert in 
particular, for their unparalleled exertions at the extensive and 
very threatening conflagration on the morning of the twentyfourth 
instant, and beg their acceptance of thein unfeigned thanks, as a 
testimony of their great obligations and high consideration. 

Done at @ full meeting of the Inhabitants, by their unani- 
MOUs VOte. a" 
JONATHAN IRELAND, Clerk, 

Dec- 25, 1305, 


bDpmeneai, 

* Delightful fate! to whom alone is given, 

* On earth, te antedate the joys of heaven, 
MARRIED]—In Portsmouth, Capt. Seth Walker, to Miss. 


Eliza Tripe.—Mr. James Chick, to Miss Bathsheba Frye.—Me. 
Henry More, to Miss Mary Howe, 


° 
Obituary, 
* Hope humbly then, with trembling pinions foar, 
* Wait the great teacher, Death, aud God adore !« 

DIED}—I: Loudon, N.H. Milfs Olive Ofgood, aged 20. —= 
In Salifbery, N.H. Mrs. Abigail Haddack, confort of Wm. H.— 
In Taunton, Mifs Nancy Swift, aged 19.——In Cambridge, Mrs, 
Ruth Freeman, aged 72.———In salem, Mrs. Lydia Smith.—— 
In Kittery, Mrs. Marcy Adams, aged 69.——1n Portimou th, 
Mrs. Sarah Perkins, aged 20. 

In Saco, Widow Mary Haley, aged 89. 

She had 11 children, 
31 grand-children, 
97 great-grand-children, and 
1 of the 4ch generation.—Total 140. 

in Exeter, fuddenly, on Monday evening laft, Col. Joha 
Dennet. 

in this town, Sally, daughter of Mr.John Wells, aged 5 yrs 
A child of Mr. Jacob Hale. 

Yefterday, Mr. James Runnels, 2d mate of the thip Argo, 
lyimg at a wharf at the north part of this town, fell from her 
chains, and it is fuppofed was killed by the fall, before he 
reached the water, as he did not fink. 

———— 
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